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Lt. Gen. Seán MacEoin
“Blacksmith of Ballinalee”
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    8.00pm Thursday 4th Oct 2018

Lieutenant-General Seán MacEoin, (1893-1973) was born in Bunlahy, Co. Longford.  He ran his father’s forge in Ballinalee, Co. Longford with his brother Michael after the unexpected death of his father in 1913. From such humble beginnings, his career was an incredible one, with Sean rising to national prominence during the War of Independence when he led the famous North Longford Flying Column.  He was part of a revolutionary generation who by their actions laid down the foundation of this state.
Sean MacEoin, by his deeds both on and off the battlefield, gave leadership when it was needed and did so in a chivalrous manner that was acknowledged by friend and foe alike.  Whilst his most notable achievements were during the War of Independence, his career spanned 51 years.  He rose to the rank of Chief of Staff of the Defence Forces in 1929 followed by a political career leading to two ministries in the first two interparty governments and presidential candidate on two occasions.

John Murphy, a native of Edgeworthstown, Co Longford now resident with his wife and family in Moate, Co. Westmeath, is a grand nephew of General Seán MacEoin.  He is the author of the website www.seanmaceoin.ie and has had a keen interest in Seán MacEoin since early childhood.  John is a graduate of Athlone Institute of Technology where he graduated with a BSc. Polymer Technology.  He has worked in management and technical roles for 26 years in the Irish Manufacturing sector.
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